
Wednesday November18 2020

ChiefJoeyMerrill
ChiefofPolice
VidaliaPoliceDepartment

202VernonStevensBoulevard
Vidalia Louisiana71373

Re LouisianaBoardofEthics
DocketNo 2020782

DearChiefMerrill

TheLouisianaBoardofEthics Board atitsDecember4 2020meeting consideredyour
requestforanadvisoryopinionastowhethertheLouisianaCodeofGovernmentalEthics

Code wouldprohibittheVidaliaPoliceDepartment VPD fromacceptingmonetary
donationsfromtheRiverparkMedicalCentertobeusedasyouseefit

FPACTS ROVIDED

YoustatedthattheRiverparkMedicalCenterwouldliketomakeamonetarydonationtothe
VPD Youhaverequestedanadvisoryopinionastowhether 1 theVPDcanacceptthe
donation 2 thereanyrestrictionsontheuseofdonationstotheVPD 3 VPDcanusethe
donationstopurchaseflowerarrangementsandfoodtraysforthefuneralsofdeceased
Vidaliaresidents and 4 theVPDwouldbeallowedtodepositdonationfundsintoaVPD
checkingaccount

CONCLUSION

TheBoardconcluded andinstructedmetoinformyou thatbasedonthefactspresented the
CodewouldnotprohibittheVPDfromacceptingmonetarydonationsfromRiverparkMedical
Center Additionally theCodedoesnotplaceanyrestrictionsonhowtheVPDcanusethe
donationfunds However theCodedoesnotdictatewheretheVPDcandepositthose
donationfunds

Thisadvisoryopinionisbasedsolelyonthefactsassetforthherein Changestothefactsas
presentedmayresultinadifferentapplicationoftheprovisionsoftheCodeofGovernmental
Ethics TheBoardissuesnoopinionastopastconductorastolawsotherthantheCodeof
GovernmentalEthics theCampaignFinanceDisclosureAct theLobbyistDisclosureAct and
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conflictofinterestprovisionsinthegaminglaws Ifyouhaveanyquestions pleasecontact
meat 800 8426630or 225 2195600

Sincerely
LBEOUISIANA OARDOF THICS

LaToyaD Jordan
FortheBoard
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